Doppler ultrasound in noninvasive cardiac evaluation. The growing range of applications.
Ultrasound is of proven clinical utility for imaging cardiac structures. Doppler ultrasonic techniques can be used with or without echocardiography for noninvasive hemodynamic studies. The usefulness of Doppler ultrasonic techniques in the noninvasive laboratory has been shown recently at the Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston. In 61 of 100 consecutive patients in a prospective study, Doppler ultrasound provided clinical information that could not be obtained with echocardiographic studies alone. The advantages of this technique for noninvasive cardiac studies are now being recognized in the general medical community. The results of ongoing clinical investigations will help define the role of Doppler echocardiography as a clinically useful diagnostic tool for cardiac evaluation.